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Tip campaign for Holly Plirainen case pursued 


Website devoted to 


up posters throughout the re- 
gion with how to submit tips to 


her case now available Sullivan as part of their pact to 
offer their services to the family. 

By Eileen Kennedy “To their credit, the Hamp- 

Staff writer den County District Attorney’s 


Four retired police officers, 
who are now private investi- 
gators, want justice for Holly 
Piurainen and are working to- 
gether to find leads to her kill- 
er — and they want the public’s 
help. 

They have created a website, 
helpholly.com, devoted to the 
10-year-old’s story, including 
ways for anyone who still might 
have information about her ab- 
duction and murder to share it 
directly by email, regular mail 
or through a tip line. All tips 
will go straight to State Trooper 
Tom Sullivan, who is assigned to 
the Hampden County District 
Attorney Anthony Gullani’s ho- 
micide unit. They have also put 


Office and their Massachusetts 
State Police detectives have nev- 
er given up working to solve this 
case,’ reads the website. “They 
are working today following 
up leads.” Hampden Country 
District Attorney’s office did 
not return a phone call and an 
email about the work the men 
are doing. In fact, last month a 
body was exhumed in Hampden 
County, but Gullani’s office de- 
clined to comment about it or 
whether the action was helpful 
to the case. 

But the four men hope to con- 
vince someone or several some- 
ones, who still haven’t shared 
what they may know about the 
crime committed 27 years ago 


Please see HOLLY, page 11 


P.O. Box 15327, 
Springtield, MA 01115-5327 


HOLLY PIIRAINEN Hi 
KIDNAPPED. ASSAULTED. i 
MURDERED. | 


A poster put together by a group of former police officers, who are urging the public to share any information about the abduc- 
tion and murder of 10-year-old Holly Piirainen, which occurred 27 years ago this year. No one has been arrested with the crime. 
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Flu shot clinic doubles as test run 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


FISKDALE — Tantasqua 
Regional High School recently 
hosted a drive-through influen- 
za vaccine clinic in the school’s 
parking lot to serve the resi- 
dents of Sturbridge, Holland 
Wales, and Brimfield. 

According to Brimfield 
Health Agent Jamie Terry, who 
also served as the emergency 
planner for public health at 
the event, the clinic served two 


Please see CLINIC, page 9 





Flu Clinic A A resident signs in to receive an influenza vaccine at a recent drive-through 
clinic held by the Brimfield Health Dept. at Tantasqua High School. 
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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The town of North Brook- 
field will hold a public fo- 
rum for the Town’s ongoing 
west side infrastructure plan 
project on Tuesday, Dec. 
15, at 6 p.m., at the North 
Brookfield Police Station, 55 
School St. Socially distanced 
seating will be available. The 
forum will be broadcast live 
by North Brookfield Cable 
Access TV and video will 
be streamed on the North 
Brookfield Local Public Ac- 





Public forum for west 
Side infrastructure plan 


cess Cable Youtube channel. 
All documentation will be 
available on the town’s web- 
site, Wwww.northbrookfield. 
net. Neighborhood residents 
and other interested parties 
are encouraged to attend or 
otherwise participate. 

At the forum, the town’s 
engineering consultant will 
discuss the initial results 
of its extensive field survey 
of drainage systems, wa- 


Please see FORUM, page 11 





Carole Gariepy writes book on isolation 


Carole cote holds her latest igs | 
“In Isolation.” Her husband, Gerry, — 
designed the cover. 
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By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


PHILLIPSTON — Local 
author, Carole Gariepy of 
Phillipston, said in the intro- 
duction of her seventh book, 
“This is a book I didn’t expect 
or plan to write and I was led 
to it quite coincidently.” 

During the isolation of the 
coronavirus pandemic, many 
people took up a new activity 
or hobby to fill the gap in their 
normal routine. Some took 
up hiking, knitting, watching 
movies, cooking. 

However, Carole Gariepy 
did what she does best; she 
wrote another book. 

Just at the start of 2020 
before the pandemic hit, she 
and her husband visited their 


son, Cort, who lives in Hawaii. 
During that trip, the Gariepys 
made arrangements to spend 
one week on Molokai. She 
said, “It was a new experience 
for us where I planned to be- 
gin my next travel book. I did 
write a chapter on Molokai 
while we were there, but little 
did I realize that the experience 
at the isolated leper colony on 
that island would soon be fol- 
lowed by our own experience 
with isolation.” 

Since the couple are both 
in their 80s and Gerry had 
a weakened immune system 
from recent chemotherapy and 
also a heart issue, they stayed 
confined to their home. A 
friend did their grocery shop- 





Please see BOOK, page 9 


Santa Parade 
this Satur- 
day on School 
Street 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The town will hold its an- 
nual Santa Parade this Satur- 
day, Dec. 12. It was originally 
scheduled for Dec. 5, but was 
postponed due to bad weather. 

This year, due to COVID-19 
restrictions, there will be a “re- 
verse parade.” This will be a 
drive-through event where the 
floats remain stationary and 
viewers drive through, which 
volunteers hope will create a 
memorable experience for the 
children and families that at- 
tend. 


Please see PARADE, page 9 
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ATHOL -— In his first book in six 
years, “The Old Quabbin Valley In 100 
Objects,’ Quabbin Reservoir historian 
J.R. Greene presents a different kind 
of history of the old Swift River Valley. 
Using actual ephemera items from val- 
ley businesses, industries and societies, 
their story 1s presented with illustrations 
of the objects, views of the buildings 
where they originated and portraits of 
some of the people behind them. The 
accompanying text outlines the story of 
these valley institutions, with much new 
information not previously published in 
any book. 

J.R. Greene is the author of 21 oth- 
er books, many about the history of the 
Quabbin Reservoir and the Swift River 
Valley. He has also authored four books 
on Massachusetts’s railroads and three 
on President Calvin Coolidge. Longtime 
chairman of the board of the Friends 
of Quabbin Inc., he has also served as 
the governor’s appointee fro the Quab- 
bin and Ware River watersheds seat on 
the MWRA Advisory Board, and as 
the president of the standing commit- 
tee for the Calvin Coolidge Presidential 
Library and Museum at the Forbes Li- 
brary in Northampton. 

Greene is a lifelong resident of Athol, 
where he is active in town and civic af- 
fairs. A graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts — Amherst, he has been 
a dealer in collectibles since the early 
1970s. 

“The Old Quabbin Valley In 100 
Objects” is available for purchase at the 
following locations: Barre, Barre Family 
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J.R. Greene’s newest book “The Old Quabbin Valley 


In 100 Objects” is available at many local retailers. 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS COURTESY OF J.R. GREENE 





This photo from the 1930’s shows the block that 
housed the H.D. Paine store and Dr. Segur’s office, 
and the traffic dummy pointing down Bridge Street, 
on the road to Ware, with the fire station partly 
visible to the right. 
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124 West St, Ware 
Adult Use 


Visit us at 
Curaleaf.com 


FLOWER | 


EDIBLES | 


DROPPERS 


Pharmacy; Hardwick, Hardwick Farm- 
ers Co-op Exchange; Hubbardston, 
Country Trail; Palmer, Palmer Hobbies; 
Petersham, Quabbin Woods Restau- 
rant; North Brookfield, Brookfield 
Orchard; Rutland, Rutland Pharma- 
cy; Thorndike, Junction Variety; Ware, 
Ware Library; West Brookfield, Planta- 
tion Country Store. 


FOR THIS WEEK ! — 


Veal Chops asc = 

Veal Steak §3c:° 

Swift's Baked Ham ie tadate 

Fore Lamh oe 

Hamburg 15¢ 

Swift's Prankforts Isc. 
Veeetables in Season 


Country Club Soda, large, contents 

2 for 25¢ _ 
Moxie, contents, 2 for 25c¢ - 
Shrimps, Rose Bud 
Grange Pekoe Tea 

White Lilv Flour 
5 Ibs. 19c; 24% Ibs. 69¢ 
Pillsburv’s Flour oc 
Cainay poap at 
Jar Kings 4 doz. 25¢ 
Shredded Wheat 3 fer 29c 
White Beans, (hand picked) 5 Ths. 19¢ 
Maxwell House Coffee 29¢ 

Prices sudject to change after this week 


_ Enfield, Mass. 


2 for 25 
¢ lb. 19e¢ 





This ad card from Herbert D. Paine’s store dates from 
late June 1933, with prices that reflect the Great 
Depression at the time. 
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Brimfield and 
Ware awarded 
information 
technology 
grants 


BOSTON -— Representative Todd 
M. Smola (R-Warren, Ranking Mem- 
ber, Committee on Ways & Means) is 
pleased to announce that both Brim- 
field and Ware will receive funding as 
part of Massachusetts’ Community 
Compact Information Technology 
Grant program. Brimfield has been 
awarded $75,000 and Ware has been 
awarded $140,175. 

“Tm thrilled that Brimfield and 
Ware were able to secure these com- 
petitive grants,” said Representative 
Smola. “This is a great opportunity to 
modernize certain services and plan 
for the future.” 

The Community Compact IT 
Grant Program is a competitive grant 
program focused on driving innova- 
tion and transformation at the local 
level via investments in technology. 
Grant funding supports the imple- 
mentation of innovative IT projects 
by funding related one-time capital 
needs such as technology infrastruc- 
ture, upgrades and/or purchases of 
equipment or software. 

For additional information please 
contact Smola at Todd.Smola@ma- 
house.gov or 617-722-2100. 


Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There|s 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. there may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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community 
J.R. Greene releases 36th annual Quabbin History Calendar 


The June photo in J.R. Greene’s 2021 Quabbin History Calendar shows the Swift River Box Shop in North Dana. 
COURTESY PHOTO 





Gobi amendment would establish 
veterans oral history project BOSTON 


The Massachusetts State Senate de- 
liberated and passed the Fiscal Year 
2021 budget including in the final ver- 
sion of the bill an amendment sub- 
mitted by State Senator Anne Gobi 
(D-Spencer) to allocate funds establish- 
ing a Massachusetts Veterans Oral His- 
tory Project for the programming, col- 
lection, preservation and maintenance 
of the histories of Massachusetts Veter- 
ans and Gold Star Families. 

Senator Gobi, a member of the Sen- 
ate Committee on Ways and Means and 
former Vice Chair of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Veterans Affairs, said, “As the 
daughter of a World War II Veteran 
there are so many questions I should 
have asked my dad about his experienc- 
es and never did. Iam so glad to support 
and partner with Veterans groups who 
will record the stories that are such an 
important part of our American story.” 

MVOHP is a unique statewide proj- 


ect that will capture, document, pre- 
serve and protect the individual oral 
histories of those men and women from 
the Commonwealth, who served hon- 
orably and well in the armed forces of 
their country. The project will compile 
the oral histories of Gold Star families 
and will create important historical re- 
sources for research, teaching and pub- 
lic programs while at the same time pro- 
viding veterans and their families with 
permanent recordings of veterans and 
their experiences all in conjunction with 
the Massachusetts National Guard Mu- 
seum and Archives. 

The amendment submitted appro- 
priates $50,000 towards the project. The 
two versions of the budget are now in 
conference committee before going to 
the Governor for consideration. For 
more information, people may email 
Senator Gobi’s office at Anne.Gobi@ 
MASenate. gov. 





Virtual National Alliance on Mental 
lIIness recovery support groups to start 


The National Alliance on Men- 
tal Illness of Western Massachusetts 
would like to inform the public that 
our NAMI Connection Recovery 
Support Groups will be resuming this 
month. In a virtual format. 

Mondays, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
starting on Dec. 7. Access online 
with zoom at https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/88206475051. Access by phone is 


at 1-646-558-8656; meeting ID: 882 
0647 5051. 

Wednesdays, from 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
starting Dec. 9. Access online with 
zoom at https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/82690755017. Access by phone 
is at 1-646-558-8656; meeting ID 826 
90755 017. 


Please see NAMI, page 5 
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Open Saturdays & Sundays at 11:30 am 
Senior Citizen Discounts Wednesday & Sunday 


Check Out All Our Specials at www.laddsrestaurant.com 


Follow us on 
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Wed. & Thurs. 4:00-9:00pm; Fri. 2:00-9:30pm; Sat. 11:30am-9:30pm; Sun. 11:30am-9:00pm 


ATHOL — Quabbin Reservoir histo- 
rian J.R. Greene has released his thir- 
ty-sixth annual edition of the popular 
Quabbin History Calendar for 2021. 
The calendar features all new images, 
most in sepia tone, formatted by Joe 
Mitko. Each year the calendar has a new 
selection of pictorial memories of the 
villages obliterated for the construction 
of the Quabbin Reservoir and the Ware 
River diversion in the 1920s and 1930s. 

This calendar for 2021 brings the to- 
tal number of photos presented in these 
calendars to over 400, including many 
from the Ware River diversion villag- 
es. To maintain their goal of providing 
large size reproductions of views from 
these last places, they have included 
views of a school, church, factory, pool 
room and a summer camp. These views 


East Brookfield Burgers $6.99 
Monday through Thursday 


During Lunch hours (11 to 4) 
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enhance the value of this calendar as a 
reflector of the lost valley’s history. 

The theme of this calendar is to hon- 
or the villages of the former Swift and 
Ware River valleys, and their way of life. 
This calendar is dedicated to the memo- 
ry of the people who once lived in these 
places. 

The 2021 Quabbin History Calendar 
is available for purchase at the following 
locations: Barre, Barre Family Pharma- 
cy; Hardwick, Hardwick Farmers Co- 
op Exchange; Hubbardston, Country 
Trail; Palmer, Palmer Hobbies; Petersh- 
am, Quabbin Woods Restaurant; North 
Brookfield, Brookfield Orchard; Rut- 
land, Rutland Pharmacy; Thorndike, 
Junction Variety; Ware, Ware Library; 
West Brookfield, Plantation Country 
Store. 
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CLUES ACROSS 36. “__ in comparison” 

1. Skateboarders love them 38. Golf score 

6. Popular sports podcast 39. Raise 
(abbr.) 41, Pastas 

9. Former Ohio State great 44. Easily manageable 
Michael 45, Fathered 

13. Not dirty 46. Pouch 

14. Earth goddess (Greek 48. Institute legal 
myth.) proceedings against 

15. A Spanish river 49, News organization 

16. Pig meat (French) 51. Unruly group of people 

17. Famed astronomer 92. Fasten or secure 

18. Floating ice 54, Sheets of glass 

19. Broadcast 96. Doubled 

21. Aquatic mammals 60. Foolish person 

22. some are bath 61. Rooney and Kate are 

23. Hip hop trio two 

24, NY Giants’ #56 62. Small, rich sponge cake 

29. omall European viper 63. Advice or counsel 

28. Neither 64. Large wading bird 

29, Multiple Tony-winner © 69. Famed British physicist 
Rivera 66. Narrow ridges 

31. Loud noise (Swedish) 

33. Second year high 67. Field force unit 
schooler 68. Lying face downward 
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ing, ar DINING. ON LAKE LASHAWAY 
308 EAST MAIN STREET, 


Find Our 
Menu Online 
www.308lakeside.com 
| oron Facebook 


Find us on 


fe Facebook 


Open 7 Days 
11 - Close 


EAST BROOKFIELD 
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CLUES DOWN 

1. Proof of purchase (abbr.) 27. E. Indian trees 

2. soap ingredient 29. Beloved December 

3. Blackbird holiday 

4 Single steps 30. Regions 

9. Tin 32. Metric unit of length 

6. Books have lots of them 34. Peter’s last name 

7. Made of fermented honey 35. Beige 
and water 3/7. 18-year period in 

8. You can get it in a bed astronomy 

9, Room for communal 4. Where golfers begin 
meals 42. Basketball stat (abbr) 

10. Early Syrian kingdom = 43. Frocks 

11. Provokes dry 47, Soda comes in it 
amusement 49. On approval 

12. Use with “thou” 90. Trims by cutting 

14. Mollusk 52. omall finch 

17. Grain storage units 93. Language Bura-__ 

20.Notacar,notatruck 50. Nothing 

21. Ooze 96. Imbecile (British) 

23.N. Vietnamese ethnic 57. Tropical Asian plant 
group 98.Abba __, Israeli politician 

29. Tennis pros group 59. Small freshwater fish 

26. Something that's not ~~——_‘61. Indicates position 
what it’s purported 65. Data processing 
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guest column 


Should | Claim 
Social Security at 62? 


By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: I’m looking SOCIAL 
[= information about SECURITY 
retiring and _ starting MATTERS 


my Social Security very soon at 

age 62. I’m not sure if I want to do it because 
I’m not sure if I can. Can you help me figure 
this out? Signed: Hesitant 

Dear Hesitant: I know it can be daunting 
trying to figure out whether and when to claim 
your Social Security benefits. Pll give you 
some of the basics: 

First, you should know that if you claim 
your benefits at age 62, your benefit amount 
will be considerably reduced from what it 
would be if you waited longer to claim. At 
62, your benefit will be about 28% less than 
it would be at your full retirement age (FRA) 
which, for you is 66 years and 8 months. Your 
benefit will continue to grow by a fraction 
of a percentage point each month you wait, 
until it reaches 100% at your FRA. You can 
choose to delay even longer than your FRA, 
and your benefit will continue to grow up to 
age 70 when you reach your maximum bene- 
fit amount. For you, that maximum at age 70 
would be about 28% more than you would get 
at your FRA and about 75% more than you 
would get at age 62. There is a considerable 
financial advantage to waiting to claim. 

If you continue working, and you claim at 
age 62 (or at any age before your FRA), you'll 
be subject to Social Security’s “earnings test,” 
which limits how much you can earn before 
they take back some of your benefits. Starting 
at age 62 and continuing until the year you at- 
tain FRA, there will be an annual limit to your 
earnings (the 2021 limit is $18,960) and, if you 
exceed that, Social Security will take back ben- 
efits equal to $1 for every $2 you are over the 
limit. That could mean you will go some num- 
ber of months without receiving benefits until 
Social Security recovers what you owe because 
you exceeded the earnings limit. Of course, if 
you fully retire from work now that is not a 
concern, but it may influence a future decision 
to return to work. Social Security’s earnings 
limit no longer applies after you reach your 
full retirement age. 

Your marital status also comes into play. If 
you are married, and your benefit as a spouse 
will be more than your personal benefit will 
be, then there are some special considerations 
which might affect your claiming decision. 
Generally, if your spousal benefit will be more 
than your own benefit (from your lifetime 
work record), and your husband isn’t yet col- 
lecting benefits, it’s often wise to claim your 
own earlier and take the larger spouse bene- 
fit later. Of course, if you're not married you 
need only be concerned about your personal 
benefit from your own lifetime earnings re- 
cord and waiting for a larger life-long benefit, 
if possible, is often the most prudent choice. 

Those are the basic things you should con- 
sider when trying to decide when to claim your 
benefits. But your need for the money now, 
plus your health and life expectancy are also 
key to your decision. If you need the money 
earlier to make ends meet, and you won't be 


Please see SECURITY, page 5 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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letter to the editor 
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Urges comments against police reform bill 


I spent seven years working in Massachu- 
setts state prisons. Before I left I had a close 
look at the criminal justice system: judicia- 
ry, police, and corrections. The legislative 
bill just passed (S.2963) isn’t merely wrong- 
headed; it’s corrosive and dangerous 1n ways 
normal people are unable to comprehend. 
Social justice advocates have prevailed upon 
well-intended reformers to give oversight of 
police to civilians with the power to strip law 
enforcement of qualified immunity. I could 
explain why this won’t work as intended, 


guest column 


but that would require lengthy conversation 
which the public was not allowed to have. 
Editorial policy limits comments to a hand- 
ful of words, and I will use those words to 
warn the electorate that this wasn’t about 
racism, or fairness. It’s about the safety and 
security of those who keep us all safe and 
secure. Call your legislators; demand they 
urge our Governor not to sign this madness. 
Jack McClintock 

former prison psychologist, 

North Brookfield 


Coriander, fit for cookie-making 


y family and I have been TN THE found it interesting to learn that 
enjoying Christmas GARDEN some people possess a geneti- 
by Candlelight at Old ee Pore cally predisposed aversion to it, 


Sturbridge Village for as long as 
the program has been running. 
Wanting to visit the Village after 
a long work day is through is a 
real testament to how wonderful 
this evening event is. It was there 
that we first sampled a coriander 
cookie made by a recipe from the 
early 19th century. We thought 
it was so yummy, in fact, that it became a 
welcome addition to our Christmas cookie 
repertoire. With a double batch under my 
belt just this afternoon, there is no time like 
the present to learn about this really neat, 
multi-purpose plant. 

Most gardeners already know that cori- 
ander (Coriandrum sativum) is one of the 
few herbs that goes by two different names 
depending on the part of the plant used. 
Its foliage, known as cilantro, 1s used fresh 
in a number of culinary delights. When the 
plant goes to seed, known as coriander, 
it can be used in that stage as well, eaten 
whole, crushed or powdered. 

I liken cilantro to be the “marigold” of 
the herb world. Either you love it or you 
hate it. I, for one, immensely dislike it and if 
given the chance to pick it out of my salsa I 
will certainly do so. Even in a restaurant. I 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 
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according to studies by Charles 
J. Wysocki, of the Monell Chem- 
ical Senses Center, in Philadel- 
phia. To me it has a bitter taste 
that I have a hard time describ- 
ing beyond that. Dirty? Soil-like? 
Most people that do dislike it 
have a similar lack of descriptive 
ability; they just can’t put their 
finger on it, but they don’t like the taste... 
or the smell of it. 

It’s funny that when my oldest daughter 
received her Ancestry DNA results, she was 
shown not to possess the genetic aversion. 
Well, she didn’t get that from me.... 

Cilantro is often used in salsa and oth- 
er Mexican, Asian and Italian dishes in- 
cluding curries, sauces, salads and soups. 
If you prefer to grow the plant more for 
its greens and less for its seeds, manage 
it as you would spinach. Sow seeds in the 
ground in the cool of the season and in suc- 
cession every two weeks. It dislikes being 
transplanted but doesn’t mind pot culture. 
Harvest greens rather aggressively- about 
one-third of the plant at a time. Just like 
spinach, there are slow-to-bolt varieties to 
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Please see GARDEN, page 5 


Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS 


POLICY 


etters to the ed- 
itor should be 
250 words or 


less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un- 
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub- 
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We au- 
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat- 
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character. 

Send opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to ekennedy@turley. 
com. Deadline for sub- 
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition. 
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GARDEN from page 4 


choose from such as aptly named ‘Slow 
Bolt’ and ‘Longstand- 

ing.’ Cilantro’s flow- 
ers are edible 
and they 
attract lots 
of benefi- 
cial insects 
such as lady 
beetles, parasitic 
wasps and syrphid 
flies. 

Coriander seeds, on 
the other hand, have a 
pleasant (at least to me) 
fragrance once dried. The 
scent 1s easier to pinpoint 
too; nutty and spicy (ever so 
slightly) come to mind. Cori- 
ander seed is also well known 
in various ethnic cuisines 
and is a favorite in spice 
blends, curry being the most 
popular. It is also used in the 
making of a number of dis- 
tilled spirits, herbal liqueurs 
and Christmas cookies as I have 
come to find out and favor! 

The Herb Society noted that during 
World War II coriander seeds were 
coated in white or pink sugar and 
thrown from carnival wagons, earning 
the name “confections” or “confetti” 

















When the seeds were replaced by balls 
of colored paper the name confetti 
stuck. Take this one to your next game 
of Cruise Ship Trivia! 

It 1s easy to harvest 
the seeds. Simply let 
the heads dry to 
brown right on the 

plant. Clip them 

and place inside 

a paper bag; as 

they dry fur- 

ther they will 

open and the 
seeds will pop 
out. Even if 
you are only 
interested in 
harvesting the 
seeds, multiple plantings (or a 
big garden patch) are necessary 
to get a decent-sized harvest. 
Let a few drop their seeds and you 
will be blessed with a few self sown 
plants next spring. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated 
from the Stockbridge School of Ag- 
riculture at the University of Massa- 
chusetts. For the last 28 years, she has 
held the position of staff horticulturalist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 





SECURITY from page 4 


severely affected by the earnings limit, 
then claiming early can be your most pru- 
dent choice. Or, if you are not enjoying 
good health and have reason to believe 
that you won't live at least until today’s 
average age for a woman (about 87), then 
that also suggests claiming early. But, if 
you are working and don’t really need 
the money, and you are in good health 
and expect to live to a ripe old age, then 
waiting longer to claim a higher benefit 1s 
usually a better strategy. 

The reality is that everyone’s person- 
al situation is different and there is no 
single answer to the question of when to 
claim Social Security. I hope the above 


gives you at least a starting point for your 
decision. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent le- 
gal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Secu- 
rity Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmen- 
tal entity. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi- 
sor for AMAC. 
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New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of Nov. 30-Dec. 7, 
the Hardwick/New Braintree Police 
Department conducted 21 building/ 
property checks, three radar assign- 
ments, two motor vehicle accidents, 
six motor vehicle stops, 19 directed/ 
area patrols, nine safety hazards, sev- 
en traffic controls, one animal call and 
two emergency 911 calls in the town 
of New Braintree. 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 
4:10 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Hardwick Road — Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 
4:51 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Gilbertville Road — Citation 
Issued 
9:07 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard 
Hardwick Road — Services Rendered 


Thursday, Dec. 3 
5:47 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Barre Road — Written Warning 
5:51 a.m. 911 — Animal Call Barre 
Road — Dispatch Handled 


Friday, Dec. 4 
11:16 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Hardwick Road — Dispatch Handled 


9:47 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Hardwick Road — Citation Issued 


Saturday, Dec. 5 
10:42 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergen- 
cy Letendre Lane — Transported to 
Hospital 
11:29 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
West Brookfield Road — Taken/Re- 
ferred to Other Agency 
1:38 p.m. Radio — Motor Vehicle Ac- 
cident West Brookfield Road — Vehicle 
Towed 
1:52 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
Gilbertville Road — Removed Hazard 
3:20 p.m. Radio — Motor Vehicle Ac- 
cident West Brookfield Road — Vehicle 
Towed 
3:20 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Moore Road — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 
3:27 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard Ra- 
vine Road — Services Rendered 
3:58 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard 
Thompson Road — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 
4:56 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Worcester Road — Could Not Locate 
8:07 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard 
Barre Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 








NAMI from page 3 


For more information, please con- 
tact NAMI Western Massachusetts 
office or go to namiwm.org/support. 

A diagnosis is not required to at- 
tend any group. Anyone with mental 
health condition 1s welcome to attend 
any group without prior registration. 

The National Alliance on Mental 
Illness of Western Massachusetts is 
dedicated to helping improve the 


Community 






ADVERTISING 


quality of life for individuals and 
families affected by mental illness 
through support, education and ad- 
vocacy. According to statistics, one 
in five Americans will face mental 
health problems every year. With 
help from area residents, NAMI can 
continue its work as America’s larg- 
est grassroots mental health organi- 
zation dedicated to building better 
lives for the millions of Americans 
affected by mental illness. 
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- sturbridge - 
OSV and Country Bank deliver free Thanksgiving meals 


STURBRIDGE — Old Sturbridge 
Village and Country Bank came to- 
gether again, to offer 750 free meals to 
families in need this Thanksgiving. The 
culinary team at the Village prepared, 
cooked and assembled the meals. Coun- 
try Bank not only financially supported 
the project but delivered and distributed 
the meals as well. The meals were de- 
livered to St. John’s Food for the Poor, 
YWCA, Abby’s House, Veterans Inc. 
and Elm Street Congregational Church. 
In addition, the students of Old Stur- 
bridge Academy created hand-made 
greeting cards to go with the meals 
which are sure to bring a warm smile to 
anyone’s face. 

“We wanted to do everything we 
could to help support families in the 
community this Thanksgiving,” said 
James Donahue, president of Old Stur- 
bridge Village. “Country Bank and Old 
Sturbridge Village share a collective be- 
lief that we can make a difference when 
we work together, and we are doing just 
that.” 

“As a community partner, we care 
deeply about our communities, and 
we want to offer our support where it 
is needed most this holiday season. As 
we reflect on the past year with grati- 
tude for the Bank’s strength and abili- 
ty to support so many in need, we are 
also humbled to witness so many great 
acts of kindness and support through- 
out our communities from the people 
and businesses who make this region 
the remarkable place it is to live and 
work.” Paul Scully, president and CEO 










































Above, Country Bank staff, including President 
and CEO Paul Scully seen at front, deliver free 
Thanksgiving day meals cooked by OSV staff. 
Right top photo, Old Sturbridge Village staff cooked 
turkeys for free Thanksgiving dinners, which were 
distributed by County Bank staff. Right bottom photo, 
Country Bank staff pose for a group photo on the day 
they distributed free Thanksgiving dinners. 


COURTESY PHOTOS 


of Country Bank. “The pandemic has 
taken its toll on the people and places in 
our communities. We know that many 
have suffered losses over the last several 
months. Some have lost their jobs, their 
business, and others have lost loved 
ones. There is not a more significant 
time in our history for community part- 
ners to step up and provide support to 
those in need.” 
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Jump balls eliminated, close contacted limited in modifications 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — Modifications for 
boys and girls basketball have 
been released and the game will 
look a little different, though sig- 
nificant limits to fan attendance 
will restrict how many can see 
the different-looking game. 

In Western Massachusetts, 
the Pioneer Valley Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference has decided 
the first practices will not take 
place until Jan. 4. Several other 
areas of the states are following 
suit. With no playoffs scheduled 
for the winter season, the various 
regions have the flexibility to de- 
cide when schools will begin and 
end play. 

The Massachusetts Interscho- 


lastic Athletic Association has 
set a Dec. 14 date as the soonest 
teams can start practicing. Sever- 
al Central Massachusetts schools 
will start practicing then with 
contests likely to begin right after 
the new year. 

One rule that will be consis- 
tent throughout all sports is the 
mask mandate. 

Participants must wear masks 
or face coverings at all times 
will participating in practices or 
games. The one caveat is that all 
schools have the ability to des- 
ignate areas where athletes can 
take “mask breaks.” There will 
be areas designated for those 
breaks, especially during bas- 
ketball games where players go- 
ing up and down the court many 
times wearing a mask may need 


Academy team joining 
Pioneers organization in 2021 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW -—- The Western 
Mass. Pioneers will be adding 
a USL Academy League soccer 
team in 2021. The New England 
Mutiny are also in the process 
of forming an Academy soccer 
team. 

Both Academy soccer squads, 
which will be playing their home 
matches at historic Lusitano Sta- 
dium in Ludlow, will be made 
up of the top U16-U19 prospects 
from the Western Mass. area. 

“In club soccer, you’re lim- 
ited to certain age groups,” said 
Joe Ferrara, who’s the owner of 
the Mutiny and the new Pioneers 
General Manager. “An academy 
soccer team allows talented play- 
ers to play for one team regard- 
less of their age.” 

The Pioneers had about 50 
players try-out for the Academy 
League team in November. 

“The Academy League team 
iS anew program that we’ve add- 
ed this year,’ said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. “Our 
main goal is to develop the best 
local soccer players from West- 
ern Mass. to hopefully play for 
the Pioneers in the future.” 

Molinari, along with the Pi- 
oneers assistant coaches will be 
coaching the Academy League 
team in 2021. 

“We wanted to have the same 
coaching staff for both the USL 
2 team (Pioneers) and the USL 
Academy team,” Molinari said. 
“We want both of the teams to 
play the same type of style. I do 
like coaching the younger soccer 
players.” 

The plan is for the boys’ 
Academy League team to play 
their home matches prior to the 
Pioneers matches. Both teams 
will also be traveling together to 


road matches. 

The boys’ team will be com- 
peting against eleven other teams 
in the Northeast Division of the 
USL Academy League. 

Molinari has been coaching 
the Pioneers, who are the defend- 
ing Northeast Conference Cham- 
pions of USL League Two, since 
2012. The Pioneers weren’t able 
to play any matches in 2020 due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Pioneers did not suffer 
any losses during the 2019 reg- 
ular season. They lost in confer- 
ence finals and qualified for U.S. 
Open Cup, which wasn’t held 
last summer. The Pioneers also 
qualified for the league playoffs 
in 2016. 

“T really enjoy coaching the 
Pioneers and it was painful not 
being able to compete in any 
matches last year,’ Molinari 
said. “We won our Division title 
in 2019 and it was our best sea- 
son since I’ve been coaching the 
team. We’re now thinking about 
the 2021 season.” 

Ferrara gave his thoughts 
about adding a girl’s Academy 
team for the Mutiny. 

“We’re looking for the top 
girl’s prospects in the area to 
play for the girls academy team 
next year,’ he said. “The age 
group will be similar to the boy’s 
side. The girl’s academy team 
will probably have one or two 
older players.” 

The girls Academy team will 
be playing home matches before 
the Mutiny. 

Jill Serafino is going to be the 
head coach of the girls academy 
squad. 

Serafino is currently the Mu- 
tiny General Manager and is an 
assistant coach. She’s also an 
assistant coach for the women’s 


Please see ACADEMY, page 8 





to catch a breath when the whis- 
tle blows. Because of the close 
contact involved with playing 
basketball, there was no way 
to play the sport safely without 
masks being worn. 

The game will see modifica- 
tions, but nothing too drastic and 
more along the way the timing, 
and setup of the game. Gameplay 
will be largely similar though 
different ideas were discussed to 
maintain distancing. 

Like many other sports, the 
pre-game will be simplified. 
Only one captain will meet with 
the referees prior to the game. 
Starting lineups will likely be 
announced, but the traditional 
“high-five” lines will not be al- 
lowed, along with handshakes 
with the opposing coach. 





Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


There will be emphasis 
during game play to enforce rules 
about freedom of movement and 
closely guarding opposing play- 
ers. Defenders are not allowed 
to impede the progress of offen- 
sive players, and will enforce the 
five-second rule on players who 
are being closely guarded. 

The jump ball will be elim- 
inated in favor of a simple coin 
toss to give possession of the ball 
to one team. Alternating posses- 
sion will then prevail like the rest 
of the game typically does. 

Free throws will look a bit 
different with just four players 
allowed with the shooter. Nor- 
mally six players are allowed. 
When a player is awarded two or 
three free throws, they will shoot 
alone until the final shot to limit 


Pioneers tryouts conclude 


The Western Mass. Pioneers organization continued its try- 
outs for various age groups between Nov. 16 and 20, testing out 
the skills of many young people throughout the region to fill its 
various teams for the upcoming spring season. The Pioneers are 
hopeful for a normal schedule in 2021. 
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the time players are in close con- 
tact. 

One bigger chance that affects 
the end-of-game strategy for 
teams is the “intentional” fouls 
used to try and gain possessions 
for a team that is trailing. A team 
will looking to intentionally foul 
for that purpose will inform the 
referee of that intention, and then 
lightly tag the player with the 
ball upon inbounding. The refer- 
ee would then blow the whistle. 

Jump balls will be whistled 
quicker in order to limit close 
contact. 

Rosters are limited to no more 
than 15 players and three coach- 
es on the bench, though many 
teams do not carry more than 12 
or 13 players. The MIAA is also 
strongly discouraging 
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Star Speedway announces 2021 schedule 


EPPING, N.H. — Star 
Speedway’s 2021 schedule in- 
cludes multiple major events, 
a full slate of weekly racing se- 
ries divisions ready to race for 
a championship and the thrills 
and spills of staple shows to be- 
gin and end the season. 

Fans will get a taste of Su- 
permodifieds, Late Models, 
Modifieds, Midgets, Super Late 
Models, Trucks, Street Stocks 
and more over the course of 
more than 22 events of racing 
from April through October. 

The schedule is headlined 
by two events for the Tri Track 
Open Modified Series (May 29 
and July 24), including a new 
Memorial Day weekend show 
and the 10th annual SBM Clas- 
sic in July. The 56th annual Star 
Classic returns, with a three- 
day show from Sept. 17 to 19, 
while there are countless other 
special events including memo- 
rial races and extra-distance 
shows planned. The Granite 
State Pro Stock Series 1s back at 
Star for two dates -- May 8 and 
a new Sunday special as part of 
the Star Classic weekend, Sept. 
Fo 


Continuing tradition, the 
season begins with the Spring 
Bunny Brawl on April 24, and 
ends with the two-day Howler 
weekend, Oct. 23 and 24. Star 
will give teams, drivers and 
fans one week off each month 
during the season, with off 
nights scheduled for May 22, 
June 12, July 17, Aug. 28 and 
Sept. 4. 

The J&S Paving 350 Su- 
permodifieds will continue to 
honor some of the best of the 
past at Star Speedway, with six 
special events as part of their 
10-race schedule for 2021. A 
champion will be crowned 
on Sept. 11. Major memorial 
events planned include the in- 
augural Dennis McKennedy 
Memorial race as part of the 
Star Classic: 

Bob Webber Sr. Memorial 


(May 15) 

Jen Garland Memorial 
(June 19) 

Krupski Cup (June 26) 

Marco Turcotte Memorial 
(July 24) 


Jim Belfiore Memorial (Aug. 
14) 
Dennis McKennedy Memo- 


rial at Star Classic (Sept. 18) 

The Ken Izzett Construc- 
tion Late Models are back 
with their own nine-race slate, 
headlined by an Independence 
Day weekend special on July 
3, a 75-lapper, and a 100-lap 
feature on Aug. 21. The Late 
Models will also return to the 
Star Classic, this year as part of 
a Friday slate. The Late Model 
champion will be crowned on 
Sept. 11. 

The MLM Diagnostic Fast 
40 series return for the Woody’s 
Street Stocks as part of the di- 
vision’s 16-race schedule. There 
will be four races in the 40-lap 
series (April 24, May 29, June 
26 and Aug. 7), while the sea- 
son will begin at the Bunny 
Brawl and end with the title 
battle on Sept. 26. The Street 
Stocks will continue to run 
their 50-lap race to end the sea- 
son at the Howler, Oct. 23. 

The EXIT Realty Pro Truck 
Series rumbles into the New 
Hampshire oval for two dates 
of their own, slated for events 
on Aug. 7 and Star Classic 
Sunday, Sept. 19. The North 
East Mini Stock Tour returns 


to Star three times -- including 
dates on June 5, Aug. 7 and 
Sept. 26. The annual NEMST 
4 Cylinder Nationals main 
event will be run during their 
September date, moved from 
Classic weekend. 

Two Wild And Whacky 
Wednesday night races are set 
for June 23 and Aug. 4, with 
both nights showcasing 4 and 
6/8 Cylinder enduro races. 
The Six Shooters join the June 
show, while the August race is 
headlined by the Mia’s Jewelry 
Boutique Slingshots and spec- 
tator one-on-one drag races. 
NELCAR returns to Star with 
their Legends Cars division in 
2021, with dates on May 8 and 
Saturday, Sept. 18. 

The three-day Star Clas- 
sic will honor the late Bobby 
Webber Sr., beginning on Fri- 
day, Sept. 17, headlined by a 
100-lap race for the Modified 
Racing Series, joined by the 
Late Models, Pure Stocks and 
Slingshots. On Saturday, the 
day full of winged warriors 
is back with the ISMA 125, 
Dennis McKennedy 350 Su- 
permodified memorial, NEMA 


Midgets, NEMA Lites and 
NELCAR Legends Cars. On 
Sunday, the weekend ends with 
a 100-lapper for the Granite 
State Pro Stock Series, races for 
the EXIT Trucks, Classic Lites, 
Street Stocks and Six Shooters. 

The Six Shooters will run 13 
races, headlined by the Don & 
Aline Coster Memorial (July 
10) and the Liz Paradise Me- 
morial (Oct. 23). The Sling- 
shots are set for 14 battles of 
their own, with a 40-lap special 
scheduled for part of the Aug. 
4 show. There are 13 races for 
the Pure Stocks, races for the 
Classic Lites, and multiple en- 
duro races for the 4, 6 and 8 
cylinders. 

The track will hold two swap 
meets -- one to start the season 
on April 17, from 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m., and one 1n the fall, a two- 
day special on October 30 and 
31 from 6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

The 2021 schedule is subject 
to change due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. For more infor- 
mation visit Star Speedway at 
StarSpeedwayNH.com and fol- 
low the track on social media. 





Thunderbirds make donation to cancer-related charities 


SPRINGFIELD — On Nov. 30, the Springfield 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation announced $4,000 in do- 
nations to local cancer-related charities to cap off a 
successful Hockey Fights Cancer campaign during the 
month of November. Donations will be made to local 
cancer-related charities, including: Center for Human 
Development’s Cancer House of Hope, Survivor Jour- 
neys, American Cancer Society - Relay for Life, Mercy 
Medical Center - Sister Caritas Cancer Center, and the 
national non-profit, Hockey Fights Cancer. 

This season’s campaign looked quite different from 
previous years. Typically, the Thunderbirds would 
host a Hockey Fights Cancer themed game at the end 
of November, complete with specialty lavender jer- 
seys that are worn by the players and auctioned off 
after the game. This year, however, the campaign was 
activated on social media. Throughout the month of 
November, the Thunderbirds collected names on so- 
cial media from fans for people they “fight for.” New 
Valley Bank & Trust committed to donate $5 for each 
submission received to the Thunderbirds’ Foundation, 
for the first 500 submissions for a remarkable $2,500 
total donation. The names were then added to Hockey 
Fights Cancer placards that were placed on the win- 
dows leading to New Valley Bank & Trust’s newly ren- 
ovated headquarters in Monarch Place in downtown 
Springfield. 
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Thunderbirds Managing Partner Paul Picknelly, New Valley Bank & 
Trust President and CEO Jeff Sullivan, Thunderbirds Mascot Boomer, 
Thunderbirds President Nathan Costa, and Thunderbirds Vice President, 
Sales & Strategy Todd McDonald. 


“As we take down the placards we are revealing our 
brand new headquarters location”, said Jeff Sullivan, 
President and CEO of New Valley Bank. “We have 





been inspired by the personal messages of hope as we 
have been completing our construction on the other 
side of the glass. There are heroes all around us, from 
our friends and family fighting cancer to the work that 
the Thunderbirds and others do to alleviate hunger in 
the community. We at New Valley continue to be very 
optimistic about the return of the vibrant culture of 
downtown Springfield as we begin to see vaccine distri- 
bution and economic resurgence in 2021.” 

In addition to the contribution from New Valley 
Bank, the Thunderbirds also collected monetary do- 
nations on their foundation website, as well as hold- 
ing a specialty game-worn Jersey raffle from previous 
Hockey Fights Cancer games. The grand total generat- 
ed through these campaigns equaled $4,000. 

“Hockey Fights Cancer has been an incredibly 
important cause for our organization and across the 
AHL and NHL.” said Thunderbirds President Nathan 
Costa. “Even though our season hasn't technically 
started yet, 1t was important to keep the cause front 
and center in our community, and we thank New Val- 
ley Bank & Trust for stepping up during this difficult 
time. We are grateful to all who supported the cause by 
purchasing a raffle ticket, making a donation to our 
foundation, or simply submitting a name of someone 
that you fight for.” 
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TWIN: Reg. $299 


NOWsi219% 
PFULL: F Reg 


melee 


QUEEN: Reg. $599 


18 CU. FT. SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL 
REFRIGERATOR | REFRIGERATOR 


Reg. 8799” Reg. $1699 


699° | $1099° 


20 CU. FT. GE COMBO 


UPRIGHT WASHER & DRYER 
FREEZER Reg, 1599" 


$999929 | *41299°° 


‘AMOUS MAKER GAS OR DELUXE TOP LOAD 
ELECTRIC RANGE WASHER 


$44999 $44999 


PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000 


CoA ~S Pe 


Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupons 


KITCHENAID 
DISHWASHER 


Reg. 5899” 


$799° 


DELUXE ELECTRIC 
DRYER 


Reg. $499 


$449°° 


MAYTAG 
TOP WASHER 


Reg. 5699 


$649 





OVER THE RANGE 
MICROWAVE OVEN |SMOOTH TOP STOVE 


$4 88°92 


CHEST FREEZER 


$23999 


GE TOP LOAD 
WASHER 


$59999 


WHITCO 


OW*299 IN STOGK FOR PICKUP OR DELIVERY 


GE SELF CLEANING 


Vv SAL 


$799.99 
$299.99 


75” LG Reg. $999.99 
” TV Reg. $369.99 
*” LG Reg. $649.99 $549.99 
*” LG Reg. $349.99 $279.99 
"LG $299.99 
” Smart TV $159.99 
*” LG Reg. $399.99 $349.99 
” LG Reg. $1999.99 $1699.99 
ALL SONY & SAMSUNG TVs ON SALE! 


WE HAVE 


BIKES 
IN STOCK 


Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 am-9 pm 
Sunday 12 pm-7 pm 
140 Main St., Spencer, MA 
col Oo Soto tomes Be Ys Be} 


Reg. 218% Reg. 5649 


$59999 


DELUXE 
DISHWASHER 


$37999 


7 CUFT 
CHEST FREEZER 


$29999 


5 CU FT 


Reg. °849” 


Follow Turley Sports on 
Instagram 


Turley Publications sports department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can find our account by search- 
ing “turleysports.” We will regularly feature samples 
of photos that you will see in our publications on a 
weekly basis. Please follow and share with your friends 
and loved ones. We will be featuring photos from all 
11 of our sports sections in the coming weeks, but as 
always, you can see all the photos that appear by sub- 
scribing to your local paper or picking up a copy in 
your community. 


ACADEMY from page 7 


soccer team at Springfield College. 

The Mutiny, who celebrated their twentieth anniver- 
sary in 2019, played all of their home matches at Lusita- 
no Stadium for the first time. 

The Mutiny also finished the 2019 regular season 
without a loss. They lost to the Lancaster Inferno in the 
United Women’s Soccer Eastern Conference finals. 

For more information on either Academy soccer 
teams please contact Joe Ferrara at jferrara@wmpio- 
neers.com or 413-330-9775. 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 





Workers with the Brimfield Health Dept. direct residents who showed up at Tantasqua High School for a drive-through influenza vaccine clinic. 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 


CLINIC from page 1 


purposes — getting the vaccine out to those who still 
needed a shot ahead of the impending flu season and 
performing an “Emergency Dispensing Site Drill,” to 
prepare and plan for the possibility of a COVID-19 
vaccine distribution. 

“It’s an annual drill, but this year we did it as a re- 
gional effort,’ said Terry. “Usually Sturbridge does 
it on their own, but Brimfield, Holland. and Wales 
usually run theirs together at Brookfield Elementary 
School.” She also said the drills are an opportunity to 
find ways to improve on methods and work on strat- 
egies. 

Close to 200 people were inoculated during the clin- 
ic. “Obviously, we have a real-life scenario that we an- 
ticipate will get put into place in the spring, so it made 
sense to try to look at it as a regional scenario,’ Terry 
said. 

“Last year at the drill, we conducted a hypothetical 
food-borne situation and had the patients go through 
mock scenarios in an indoor clinic. With the reality of 


social distancing and face masks and keeping people 
separated by a drive-through was something many 
communities of Central Mass explore.” 

Should a COVID-19 vaccine become available, Ter- 
ry said they would have to learn the logistics before 
organizing a distribution clinic. 

“We'd have to evaluate what the most appropriate 
site would be to use. If we start with people over 65, 
people that have [complications], we’re not going to 
need such a large location because we're going to be 
given a very specific target group,’ said Terry. 

“We will have to adapt to the other plans we have 
on records, based on what is asked by the state and 
federal governments.” 

Terry also said Tantasqua Regional High could be 
selected as a site for a COVID-19 vaccine clinic be- 
cause this recent one went well. “We definitely felt that 
it worked and that we’re very successful,” said Terry. 
“We used a system called mysignup.com and Kenneth 
Lacey Jr. (Health Agent for the town of Sturbridge) 
made the decision to create sign up spots 15 minutes 
apart and that was really successful.” 





BOOK from page 1 


ping. Visits to their son, Grant, who lives in a group 
home came to an end. Dinners with friends, eating out 
and church services all ended. 

She said in her book introduction, “I was so affect- 
ed emotionally by the stressful life and times those 
folks (the lepers) faced and then to come home to the 
coronavirus, the emotion and stress transferred to us.” 
During this time, Carole made 12 new friends, her 
neighbor’s chickens where she did not need to social 
distance. The neighbor told her to collect eggs anytime 
she wanted. She would bring them grass and clover 
and vegetable scraps like apple peels and outer leaves 
of lettuce. She usually went weekly to gather eggs. She 
said, “But with no friends to visit, no church meetings, 
no services to attend, no historical society programs 
to go to, no museum to visit ... I made new friends, 
chickens.” 

She gave her new friends names like Zebra because 
of her black and white feathers and another Jackie 
because she jumped up for the treats like a Jack-in-a- 
box. She always made visits in the afternoon and the 
chickens seemed to wait for her. Gariepy said, “Besides 


Gerry, I have twelve others and like all animal friends, 
they are always happy to see me.” 

Before the pandemic, the Gariepys visited their son, 
Grant, weekly often going to a favorite restaurant. 
They kept contact via the telephone. Since Grant’s 
lived in a one story home, they started visiting him 
through the window. His dad even brought window 
cleaner so they could see each other clearly. 

Carole Gariepy’s book has a section on their visit 
to the leper colony in Hawaii. She also wrote about 
visiting a Japanese internment camp, Minidoka, in the 
early 2000s when traveling in the United States. Both 
facilities isolated particular groups of people. She in- 
terviewed Paul Chihara who lived in that internment 
camp during WW II about his experience with his 
mother and siblings. His father was sent to another 
camp. 

Other books by Carole Gariepy included: “Queen 
Lake a History,” “Quilt of America,” The Spirit of 
Phillipston,” “Dragging Gerry Around the World.” 
“Blessings from Grant” and “Why Go There?” 

Her latest book, “In Isolation” is available at Bec- 
ki’s Bistro in Barre and online at Amazon and Barnes 
and Noble. 





PARADE from page 1 


Santa will also be on hand to give a gift bag to 
each child at the end of the parade route while San- 
ta’s supplies last. 

The parade is from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Floats and ve- 
hicles participating in the parade will line up on the 
Vibram side of School Street from Grove Street to 
Main Street. Viewers will enter the parade route on 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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the Grove Street side and exit onto Main Street. 

Santa would like to thank the following donors 
for making the gift bags possible: Cuddy Insurance 
Agency, Christine Mackenzie, Erin Mahoney, a Re- 
altor with Michael Toomey & Associates, Karen and 
Michael Morrison and the Vibram Corporation. 

In these difficult times, more than ever, the orga- 
nizers hope to light up the dark of winter and warm 
the hearts of the children and families in town. 
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Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
special opportunity to personalize 
a Child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 
and enclose your check for $10.95.* 
The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 
so dont delay, order today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


“$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. 
Please include phone number. 
Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/18/20. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. STATE ZIP 


PHONE 
PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


LJCHECK LJVISA (J]MASTERCARD [JAMEX (JDISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Call us at 413.283.8393 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 978- 
423-2889 www.CentralMassTree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2Q**exex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





a my a hori _ 
2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Snow Plowing, driveways and small 
parking lots. Residential and Com- 
mercial clean-outs/dumpster service. 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Monson, Ludlow 
area. Fully insured. Call DiRico Proper- 
ties (413) 530-1299 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ' ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





a Phone; 
cn State: Zips 
CX «sper week ratte = $_ — 
LIVISA Discover Ly Cash L) Check# 
EX. Date COV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON : 


GRANBY 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 


Sf BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 










HUBBARDSTON 





WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 











WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59, 000 


WILBRAHAM 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE __ 10.00 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal ss 

xX Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
- learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


Www.newspapers.turley.com 
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AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 


Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 


dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 
GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 


CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 


TOWN OF PALMER TRUCK DRIV- 
ER LABORER - OPERATIONS DIVI- 
SION 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. The 
Town of Palmer is accepting applica- 
tions for Full Time Truck Driver - Labor- 
er in the Department of Public Works 
Operations Division. We are seeking 
an experienced, self-motivated indi- 
vidual with public works knowledge 
to become part of our operations di- 
vision. A High School Diploma, Class 
B Massachusetts Driver’s License with 
air-brakes endorsement is required. A 
Massachusetts Hoister’s License is fa- 
vorable. This is a union position with 
an attractive starting salary, vacation, 
sick and personal time. Please forward 
resume to 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069 or email rmcnutt@ townof- 
palmer.com 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM P’/T 
Emergency Dispatcher & P/T Record- 
ing Secretary. Looking for a reliable 
P/T Emergency Dispatcher & P/T Re- 
cording Secretary. For application and 
more information please visit www.wil- 
braham-ma.gov. Application deadline 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ag 


OPPORTUNITY 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE - WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! Call Mary 
(413) 531-3722. Securestoragema. 
com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 


cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 
12/31/20. EOE 
FORUM from page 1 


ter and sewer mains, roads, and side- 
walks in the west side neighborhood. 
This neighborhood is defined as the 
area bound by Spring, High, Mount 
Pleasant and North Main streets, and 
part of Bell Street near the town cen- 
ter. The overall goals of the project 
are to evaluate existing infrastructure 
systems in the project area, to develop 
concepts for improvement projects in 
key areas; and to produce a final plan 
with prioritized and phased recom- 
mendations for implementation, for 
use in local planning and in seeking 
additional grant funds for detailed de- 
sign and construction. 


This part of North Brookfield is 
currently served by water, sewer and 
stormwater drainage systems dating 
to the early and middle 1900s. Water 
mains in parts of the neighborhood 
are undersized or made from hard- 
to-maintain materials. Some sewer 
lines are prone to clogs or suffer from 
infiltration or inflow. Stormwater in- 
frastructure is lacking in parts of the 
neighborhood and, where present, is 
not always adequate for today’s intense 
storms. Aside from aging subsurface 
infrastructure, surface elements such 
as roads, sidewalks and crosswalks in 
the area are generally older and are 
mostly not handicapped-friendly. 

At the forum, residents and oth- 


er stakeholders will have a chance to 
voice their concerns about infrastruc- 
ture in the project area and will be 
able to review and comment on the 
engineers’ field evaluation work to 
date. The town of North Brookfield 
invites residents who have knowledge 
of neighborhood infrastructure issues 
like flood-prone roadways, deteriorat- 
ed sidewalks, or low water pressure to 
bring their local knowledge to the fo- 
rum or to submit comments by email. 

Lenard Engineering’s engineer- 
ing team is the town’s consultant for 
this project. The project is funded 
through a fiscal 2019 Community 
Development Block Grant to North 
Brookfield from the Massachusetts 


Department of Housing and Com- 
munity Development. This grant 1s 
administered on behalf of the town 
by the Central Massachusetts Region- 
al Planning Commission. Questions 
about the public forum should be di- 
rected to Ashely Barre, at the Board 
of Selectmen’s Office, at 508-867-0200 
or selectmen@northbrookfield.net or 
Ian McElwee at the Central Massa- 
chusetts Regional Planning Commis- 
sion, at 508-459-3331 or imcelwee@ 
cmrpc.org. Questions or comments 
about the findings of the engineering 
study to date should be directed to 
Corey Brodeur at Lenard Engineer- 
ing at 508-721-7600 or brodeur@le- 
nard-eng.com. 





HOLLY from page 1 


on Aug. 5, 1993 in Sturbridge. That 
was the day Holly Piirainen and her 
younger brother, Zach, walked down 
the road from their grandmother’s 
house to see a neighbor’s puppies out 
at play. Her brother went back to their 
grandmother’s house that day as Hol- 
ly stayed to watch the puppies. When 
he returned, his father, Rick Purainen, 
asked him where Holly was, and he 
said she was still waiting for the pup- 
pies. Very soon afterward, their father 
sent their older brother, Andrew, and 
Zach, to bring Holly home for lunch, 
but all they found was one of her 
sneakers in the road. 

Although a massive search was 
launched for her, her remains weren't 
found until three months later, bring- 
ing a tragic end to her disappearance. 
The website shares her story, and as 
well as the discovery of her remains. 

“Seventy-nine days later, on Oct. 
23, 1993, five pheasant hunters with 
dogs in an Army Corps of Engineers 
flood control forest several miles away 
in Brimfield, Massachusetts discovered 
the skull and partial skeletal remains 
of a small human child,” the website 
states. “State Police were called to the 
scene and quickly located a small-sized 
T-shirt, dungarees, and one sneaker 
near the partial skeletal remains. Holly 
Piurainen had been found.” 


Looking for leads 
“A murder was committed, and 
there are people out there who know 
something,” said former State Police 


Det. Lt. Robert Corry, who is one of 
the four men looking for leads and 
publicizing the website at helpholly. 
com, and encouraging the public to 
get involved. “This is such a terrible 
crime, just horrifying,” he said. “Little 
kids are gifts from God and this is so 
wrong. The person or persons who did 
this need to be incarcerated.” 

“We are actively working Holly’s 
case and we will not rest until the per- 
son(s) who murdered her are identi- 
fied, arrested, tried and convicted,” 
reads the website. “We created this 
site to further this goal and because 
we know that the person who has the 
information that will solve this case 1s 
out there, and we want to encourage 
them to tell the truth so they can be 
free, Holly can have justice, and her 
family can have peace.” All calls and 
communications are totally confiden- 
tial, Corry said. 

“There are known suspects,” the 
website reads. “Help law enforcement 
solve this case for once and for all. 
Give them information you have. It 
may be the key piece that connects the 
dots and points to the killer(s).” 

The family of Holly Purainen con- 
firmed Tuesday they are working with 
the men and are aware of the website, 
which documents the young girl’s story 
and encourages people who may have 
information, no matter how small or 
insignificant they believe it to be, to 
come forward. The website includes a 
letter to the public asking for help as 
well as Holly’s story, and facts about 
pedophiles. 

“If someone told you that they 


killed Holly Purainen or had anything 
to do with this crime, now is the time 
to come forward,” the website reads. 
“If you think you may have witnessed 
Holly Piirainen being pulled into a 
vehicle or another part of this ab- 
duction...If you witnessed suspicious 
activity in the woods off Five Bridge 
Road in Brimfield...If someone asked 
you for an alibi to lie to police by say- 
ing they were with you on the same 
day and time Holly Purainen was kid- 
napped on Aug. 5, 1993 around noon- 
time, you need to report this...If you 
know something or saw something... 
Say something!” 


How to give a tip 

Those with information can call 
413-426-3507, which goes directly to 
Trooper Tom Sullivan, the Hampden 
County District Attorney’s homicide 
investigator assigned to the Holly 
Piuirainen case. He will answer your call 
or will get back to you if you get his 
voicemail and leave details of what you 
know and your contact information. 

It is also possible to fill out a form 
online at the website at https://www. 
helpholly.com/help.us/. Once _ filled 
out, the form will also go directly to 
Sullivan. If people sharing informa- 
tion want to, they can leave their con- 
tact information, and he will get back 
to them.. 

Letters are also welcomed and 
can be sent to Holly, PO. Box 15327, 
Springfield, MA 01115-5327. All in- 
formation will go to Sullivan. The 
letter can be sent anonymously, or if 
the person would like to be contacted 


by Sullivan, they should include their 
contact information. 


All information welcome 

“Don't judge for yourself whether 
the information you have is import- 
ant,” the website reads. “There are 
things about this case that only law en- 
forcement knows, so it is not possible 
for you to know if your information 1s 
key. Tell us and let law enforcement fit 
your information into the puzzle. 

Former Warren Police Chief Sean 
LeBoeuf, who was also a military CID 
officer, 1s one of the four men, and the 
author of much of what is written on 
the website, Corry said. The other two 
retired men are former State Trooper 
Bob Benoit and former Police Officer 
Thomas McGuigan, who has worked 
in North Brookfield and Sturbridge. 

They have all worked as private in- 
vestigators after working as police of- 
ficers, and are currently working under 
LeBoeuf’s private investigator’s license 
issued to him and his company, Ara- 
gon Investigations Inc., based in War- 
ren. 

“This crime did not happen in a 
vacuum,’ reads the open letter to the 
public on the website. “Who could be 
responsible — a stranger, an old friend, 
relative or even a neighbor? There are 
honorable individuals out there, who 
might have the information that breaks 
this case. Are you one of them? Some- 
thing that you saw or heard, something 
someone told you they saw or heard, 
a suspicion based on some relevant 
facts....anything!! You have the power 
to tell the truth.” 
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ALL TV’s ON SALE 


Samsung, LG, Sharp, Vizio 
Giant Storewide Sale 





Why call the Michelle Terry 
Team to sell your home? 


We have a great marketing plan that includes: 





e Home staging services ° Home warranties 


Hundreds of Deals 
All Appliances on Sale 


Toy Clearance 
Save Up to 70% Off Select Items 
SEE OUR AD INSIDE! 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE @ 7 E 
FUN www.whitcosales.com 508-885: -9343 
0% FINANCING Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-9pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 














B aualinient Assisted Care 


19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Under New Management 
Over 51 years of service. 

24 hour care, Medical Management, 
Assistance with activities of daily living, 
Activity Program, well trained, 
compassionate and caring staff. 


e Ramped up open houses! e And so much more 





e 3D videos ° Professional photography 


| YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 





Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner 


ec like" us on 


EXIT Real Estate Executives 
facebook 


130 W. Main Street 





Services Available In-House: 
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services, 
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services 
VNA services: 

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy, 
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services 
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber 

Manager: 
Donna Nairn - 508-867-3325 
donna.brookhaven@yahoo.com 


michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562 





OAKHAM, 2.65 ACRES - $66, 000 


sey| Lovely lot walking dicts to Oakham | 
= Center. With over 457 feet of frontage [ie 
te this lot has some areas that are level [| 
and some areas with a slight slope. [ge 
There are Maple trees on this lot that 
have been used for tapping for making 
Maple Syrup! Horses are permitted and stone walls border the 
back and some sides of the property. If you ever wanted to build 
in Oakham this could be the lot you have been waiting for. 
Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990 


Professional Photography 
| Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
Targeted Online Advertising 


Century 21 vila 
BUYING e SELLING e RELOCATING [RQ 


North East 











RESIDENTIAL 
BROKERAGE 


CENTURY 21 se ® 
109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 
| COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART 


WATER FILTRATION 


413-387-8608 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 





























i 
S| WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 774-200-0225 
x THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! S WE'RE LOCAL! VERRY CHRISTM AS! 
= WINTER IS COMING! > ¢ NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE ‘ z 

< : = ¢ SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT * WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE Order Your Christmas Dinner 
t- BULK ROAD SALT ° BULK TREATED SALT S James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1waterfiltration.com 
e WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND ¢ SAND/SALT MIX ot Instructions available for heating! 
Cy STOCK UP NOW! a WE WILL BE CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY 
Fy Construction Stone * Landscaping Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand IS Double Smoked Ham 
@ Pais eect nak eee or antes 5 Jeremy’s own blend of spices smoked onto a delicious 
ES $$ eEPE baked ham. Served with his cheesy potatoes 
3 Screened Loam - Stored in Building = and we eel a eal person 

-. Homeowner Friendly e No Minimums (& ven Roasted Turkey 
a PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! ~ Low matens ON SELES served with house made stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
a 98 North Spencer Road, ma palate gravy and green bean casserole. $25/per person 
S Route 31N, Spencer, MA s KEYSTONE er Prime es it ” 

508-885-6100 [f& ooked to rare so you can finish it to your liking. 
M4 508- S85- —— Ss BERGE ATITEOTONE Served with Jeremy’s cheesy potatoes and 
- Sand, Gravel & Asphalt Tar = 7 green bean casserole. $30/per person 

—y Www. bondsandandgravel.com CHECK OUT OUR IN-STORE All come with rolls, butter and dessert. 

2 Seen rte ON: Please order before 2 pm Monday, December 21, 2020 

. SHOVELS in order for us to have them ready for you to 


- WHEELBARROWS ick up no later than 2pm Wednesday Night. 


| BIRDBATHS,BENCHES E.B. FI atts 


- SEASONAL ITEMS 
Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 
Breakfast & Lunch Daily ¢ Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 


Se ee ee i i ee i ee i i i i ee ie ie Si 
**ALSO CHECK OUT THESE OTHER PRODUCTS** 


Support Your 














Hometown BUSINESSES =| ater | owtte wan 
| FREEZE | paeuated CHECK OUT ALL THE 
: PROPANE : See 
SHOP LOCAL Tur ©Y Publications 
www.turley.com 





FRESH 
SANDWICHES 
& MEALS 
GROCERIES 
BEER & WINE 


RK 


MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8AM-7PM 


_/VILLAG 


in 2240 Main Street 
West Warren 


NOW OFFERING 413- 436§- 5900 


PIZZA! 


A 
Vet 


FAX / COPY / ATM / NOTARY PUBLIC 


